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Enough?

A few years ago, while still living in Mississippi, | was invited to
attend The Academy of Episcopal Philanthropy sponsored by the
Episcopal Church Foundation. For four intense days Glenn Hol-
liman, Frederick Osborn, and the Rev. Dr. Charles Gearing, all
luminaries in the field of fund raising, led us through the history,
theology, and the “how to” of annual funds, capital campaigns,
and planned giving on the parish and diocesan level. The biblical
foundation for sharing our God-given blessings are truths we know
in our hearts, and will be reminded of during the upcoming every
member canvass and annual fund season.

Johnny Kee:
Executive Direciu.

Of the hundreds of slides that were presented, two
in particular have stuck with me through the years.
The first asks three questions: Do you have more
than one pair of shoes? Do you have a choice

of what you will eat today? Do you have access

to transportation? The next slide said that if the
answer was yes to these three questions, you are
wealthier than 92% of all the people that have
ever lived. How humbling is that!

That session came to mind as | was leaving yet

another hand-wringing meeting about the tight financial situation, and making ends
meet, and balancing the budget. The effects of the weak economy are personalized
by the people | know that have had their hours cut, or lost their job, or are facing
the loss of their home. Their anxiety and hardship are real and can’t be minimized
or trivialized.

Wealth, like most things in our lives, is relative, and we define it by the choices we
make. Do we have enough? What is enough? John D. Rockefeller said “enough” is
having a little bit more. On the stage of the larger community, Fran and | are quite
wealthy. Judging from the number of donation requests we receive, we must be on
the “softy list” circulated by all the non-profits. While we can’t save every (choose
your species) or fight every (name the disease), we can live into the gospel by reach-
ing out to our brothers and sisters. Our cars and clutter of shoes are reminders that
we can’'t do anything less. And, like in the loaves and fishes story, after the others
are fed, we’ll still have more in our basket. | think we have enough. q
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Mending & Tending
The Art of Stewardship

Cheryl Smith

Have you ever wondered what Johnny Keesee, the Executive Director of Lake Logan, does in
his spare time? | know, | know. You're probably asking yourself, “What spare time?” | asked
myself that very question. For those of you who visit us, you know he’s often in the office
before 5 a.m. and he’s busy tending to the needs of our guests seven days a week. It is not
infrequent that | receive an email from the guy sent before 5 a.m! In spite of these long

hours on the job, somehow he finds time to tinker and he’s been up to a lot!

First, Johnny relaxes and rejuvenates his soul re-caning chairs. Many of our chairs are
antiques, and the seats have gone from sagging to breaking. One at a time, with each
one requiring upwards of ten hours of work, Johnny weaves new seat bottoms and backs
to bring these beautiful, old pieces of furniture new life. Next time you sit down in a chair
at Sit ‘'n’ Whittle, you may be sitting on some of his handiwork.

Another of Johnny’s “spare time” projects is making headboards.

Many of the old doors from the original Lake Logan Lodge dining
room and kitchen that was converted into the present office building
have been stored in an old barn on the property. Johnny finds some
of the most interesting ones and then strips, sands, and refinishes
them, fashioning them into headboards for our beds. Since several
of these doors are made of chestnut wood, most of which was killed

in a blight during the 1930s, these new headboards are rare, indeed.

Finally, Johnny’s skills are not limited to weaving and carpentry. He also repairs and
rewires the old Arts and Crafts lamps that were built on site in the Champion woodworking
shop. The next time you turn on a floor lamp in one of our older cottages, it's quite prob-
able your lamp was repaired by our Executive Director.

Making old and broken things new and useful again is part of our stewardship of this
property — and stewardship is something to which Johnny is devoted.

X

THANKSGIVING

The Perfect Time for a Getaway

What better season for a few days at Lake
Logan? Not only to enjoy God’s creation in
all its autumn glory, but also to partake of
live music, wonderful food, and gregarious
companionship -- all while staying in one of
our charming cabins. It's the perfect “old-
fashioned” family Thanksgiving. Join us! Call
800.616.0095 for reservations.

X

HOLIDAYS

A Good Time to Appreciate Our Staff

With such a poor economy and many want-
ing this holiday season, it is important that
those of us with abundance share the love of
Christthrough service. And with Lake Logan
closing for the month of December, we need
to remember that our staff will be furloughed.
Please consider using the reply enclosed to
make a gift for the staff this season.



CAMP HENRY

~ Another Wonderful Summer

We were blessed to have yet another wonderful
summer at Camp Henry! Although camps across
the nation saw a decline in attendance due to the
current economic state, the spirit of Camp Henry
was unaffected by the smaller sessions. If anything,
it allowed the campers in atten-
dance to become even closer with
each other and God. Combine
that with an amazing staff, all new
chaplains, including two from the
Diocese of North Carolina, and
stirin some Damascus Road, and
you have a recipe for a delicious,
warm, inviting, summer experi-
ence for our young people to
experience community and God.

Thank you to all the churches who volunteered for
registration days and also to those churches and indi-
viduals who provided TLC for the staff. Camp Henry
continues to build a strong partnership with the Lake
Logan staff and we emerged from this summer more
devoted to each other
than ever. Our young
people continue to fall in
love with God at Camp
Henry and | issue a re-
sounding “thank you!” to
all who support this vital
ministry in our diocese.

In a world where we are

continually “plugged in,”
camp offers the youth of western and central North
Carolina and the surrounding areas the potential to
“pluginto” God and God'’s beautiful creation. Altho ugh
the summer has just ended, we are already turning our
faces toward next summer and beginning the journey
towards yet another extraordinary experience for our
young people...however, | often wonder to myself if it
will be possible to top Camp Henry summer 2010...

+God'’s Peace

Liz Tester, Director

Reflections from Camp.....

Written by 4th-6th grade campers when asked by
Rev. Linda Nye what they had learned about them-
selves and/or God while at Camp Henry.

“What | have learned about God is: God is in the
light and the dark. God blesses everyone. God is
everywhere at once.”

“What | have learned about myself is: how to fish
and stupid human tricks.”

“We have learned to believe in people and have
faith in others.”

“We have learned how to love God.”

“What we have learned about God is: new prayers
and God exists in scary moments...”

“What we have learned about ourselves is: We
don’t and do sleep well by windows. Maybe, we
can pass the swim test. The food is delicious, camp
is fun, it is fun to throw water balloons at girls.
We learned to fish by the dock and that the fish
will bite your toes. We learned that we clean well
as a team.”

“We have learned that God is: everywhere. God is
where ever you go. We learned how to tell a priest
and a deacon apart. We learned that we are able
to stay away from home longer than we thought
we could. We learned that God is watching over
God'’s children all the time.”

“We learned to trust God and each other at all
times. We learned that it is easy to make friends
at camp. We learned that it is okay to have ques-
tions for God.”

“We learned that friends come together. That God
is in laughter. And that God is in love. We
learned that it is good to be IN the circle and not
OUTSIDE of it.”
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With brimming enthusiasm, our Bishop joined about 400 other Lake Logan supporters at the

Retreats for a Retreat Il event at Pack’s Tavern, enjoying the hospitality of Gay and Stewart

Coleman and their family and staff. About 75 people gathered at the mountain top home of

Paula Dobson in Highlands, and nearly that many enjoyed the festivities at the Blowing Rock

home of Bo Henderson and Ed Springs. The Shelby party, held at the Cleveland Country Club
and sponsored by Tom Betor and Tim Grooms, was the
gathering place of another 25 enthusiastic supporters from
the Eastern part of our diocese. With ticket sales in excess
of 700, the event raised over $82,000!

Altogether, the silent auction retreats and artwork raised
$26,406. Because of ties in the bidding, three of the 13
silent auction items were sold twice which helped significantly
to boost the proceeds. To everyone’s delight, winners for the
various trips and images of Lake Logan came from all four
parties. At the end of the evening, the festive crowds
assembled in all four locations hushed in anticipation as our Bishop pulled the winning ticket
and the news of the lucky winner rippled throughout the diocese via cell phone. Anne Roberts
of Asheville, herself a donor to the silent auction at last year’s event, was the elated winner
of the grand prize, a week at a magnificent home in the Florida Keys donated by Charlie and
Cary Owen.

Chaired by Vinton Murray, who also spearheaded Treasures for
a Treasure and Retreats for a Retreat |, the event committee
consisted of Carlyn Pheil, Kate Henry, Lynne Diehl, Gay Cole-
man, Harriet Hendon and Chris Dismukes, with support from
Lake Logan’s Director of Development, Cheryl Smith.

Vinton Murray said, “The Episcopalians who made this happen,
and they are numerous, begin with Cary and Charlie Owen

who donated their lovely home in the Keys, then extend to the
committee | am so lucky to work with, and culminate in all

the parishioners throughout our diocese who care about Lake
Logan. The commitment to this special place is clear, and this
year’s progress is energizing. Thank you to all the donors, those
who donated properties for the silent auction, and those who
bought one, ten or twenty tickets. Sunday, August 29, 2010 was
truly a great day for the Diocese.”
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Cheryl Smith said, “Even more important than the dollars and cents,
| think the multi-party format, the brain child of Carlyn Pheil, brought
in new friends and really made this a diocesan-wide celebration of the
ministry of our beloved conference center and home of Camp Henry.”

A fundraiser of this magnitude takes many volunteers. From ticket selling
leaders in each church to the greeters at the door of each party, each job
was critical to the overall success of this event. Each party had a team of
folks who provided food, beverages, music, and other support. Carlyn Pheil,
who took over the leadership of the event when Vinton was called out of
town to attend to a sick relative, thanked the
volunteers Monday morning in an email, saying,
“I don’t know about each of you, but I am
still on a huge high from yesterday! We had

four fabulously successful parties. Our goal to bring Lake Logan out to

our diocese and make new friends really worked. Each of you contributed

in a very important way in getting that message across.

All of us on the Asheville committee can’t thank you enough for

taking this on. We increased overall ticket sales. We increased overall

attendance. We increased dollars raised. We increased awareness of our
beautiful Lake Logan Epis-
copal Center. Thank you is
certainly not enough.”

In expressing his gratitude to the event’s tireless
organizers, Johnny Keesee, Executive Director of Lake
Logan said, “I can’t thank the Retreats committee
enough for the success of the parties and the funds
that have been raised. | was amazed at the size of the
crowd at the Asheville party, and | know that the ones
that attended all of the parties were there because they
care about the future
of Lake Logan. The

energy and spirit that filled the room was all about Lake Logan,

and that will carry me for a long time.”

Dick Murray, President of Lake Logan’s Board of Directors, said,
“Sunday was a great day for Lake Logan. Over 600 supporters
around the Diocese gathered to celebrate and support the ministry
of Lake Logan. Spirits and money were raised, especially by Bishop
Taylor, who encouraged the Asheville party to be ‘all in” when it
comes to reducing the Lake Logan debt. The crowd of over 400
heartily agreed.”
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THE GREAT OUTDOORS

=
Glenn Barnett, Naturalist

at Lake Logan, a beautiful time filled with

magic and wonder at every turn. I'm remind-
ed of an amazing hike | led for one of our groups
on a foggy October morning a couple of years back.
We hiked up above Lake Logan in the Sam Knob
basin, the fog forcing us to initially focus our vision
on the close-up details of nature, rather than grand
sweeping views. Things like mushrooms, mosses, and
lichens seemed to pop out of the landscape with
great clarity, somehow fitting the weather and mood
of the day.

The fall season seems to be everyone’s favorite

Questions arose about mushrooms
first, especially the poisonous ones
which often have gills or skirts
below the cap. Safe mushrooms
tend to be the ones with tiny

tubes and spines on the underside
of the cap. Another characteristic
of the safer ones is the appear-
ance of irregular ridges as part of
the cap structure. The only mush-
rooms | ever consider eating are
the morels, chanterelles, and my
favorite, the “hen of the woods.”
The hen of the woods is the most
striking of them all, often catching me by surprise
in the wild, as it did on that hike.

It suddenly appeared out of the fog as a

bright glowing orange cluster, the size and shape
of a flowering cabbage head, on a damp log. This
mushroom is quite thick and fleshy, with a very
earthy rich taste when sautéed. Never ever eat mush-
rooms that have not been positively identified by
an expert, and never eat wild mushrooms raw.
They must always be cooked. Wild edibles are
fun and interesting but must be treated with

the utmost respect. This is not a casual endeavor
for the uneducated.

We also encountered beautiful lichens and sphag-
num mosses in a boggy area at the base of Sam

Knob. The moss was often used by the native peo-

ple as a cushion, and later dried and sent to battle

lines as wound dressing. We marveled at its depth

and soft texture that sparkled with moisture

from the fog. The diffused light gave everything

a lovely glow. Nearby we encountered the forked

reindeer lichen, which looks just like a mat of

densely packed yellowish-green miniature “shrubs”

about two inches high. As we moved away from

the bog and into a much rockier area, we saw the

cracked ruffle lichen growing in large rubbery sheets
on huge boulders. This odd lichen
is pale blue-green on top and sol-
id black underneath. It supposedly
is edible in an emergency, but
we found it much more appealing
visually than taste wise! Lichens
also play a role in the decomposi-
tion process that moves into high
gear during the fall season.

Our patience with the weather

that day was rewarded again as we

rounded the base of the mountain

and the fog broke, suddenly reveal-

ing the massive granite sides of

Sam Knob up close and brightly
colored maples, birches, and oaks interspersed with
the deep green colors of the evergreen fir trees. Our
jaws dropped as we stood in silence at the grandeur
of it all. Quite possibly this was the richest fall hike
I've ever experienced here, and one to be treasured.

This year’s fall color promises to be good at Lake
Logan, due to the dryer weather we’ve had the past
two months. It may come a little later than normal,
but still should produce the beautiful reflections

in the water that everyone loves to photograph.

As nice as this time of year is for me personally,

it is always better shared, and | hope you can get
out to walk with me around the lake, or even
around Sam Knob, to enjoy the blessings of
creation that surround us daily.
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CLOSER THAN EVER
A Report from the Board of Directors

Dick Murray, President

Dear Friends of Lake Logan,

Garrison Keillor may have had a quiet week at Lake
Wobegon, but the same cannot be said for this
year at the Lake Logan Episcopal Center. The first
nine months of this year have seen some dramatic
improvements to our financial health and future.
While no one can ignore the challenges we face,

it is clear now that we are closer than ever to the
vision that guided the purchase of Lake Logan for
this ministry.

Many of you are aware of the good things that
have been happening. For those who don’t know,
here is a brief summary.

I We have received a $1,000,000 grant from the
Episcopal Foundation to be used to reduce the
debt we are carrying on the property. $500,000
of this will be repaid through bequests. The
remaining $500,000 is a matching grant. A

I fund raising effort will be led by Bishop

I Taylor this Fall to address this grant and the
remaining debt.

I Parcels of property, not impacting the operation

of LLEC, are being aggressively marketed. Of the

four lots, one has been sold and a second is
under contract.

I Through a consultant, we are seeking partners.
Our goal is to attract a partner who embraces
our ministry and will compliment it. We are

in discussions with one institution and are
exploring others.

I We raised $82,000 from our Retreats event.

All of this is accompanied by a commitment to
operate Lake Logan on a break-even basis. To date
we are accomplishing this through the leadership
of Johnny Keesee and his devoted staff. While this
seems to be an obvious fiscal goal, it is highly un-
usual to accomplish this with a ministry that serves
so many needs and interests within our Diocese.

Best of all, this fiscal discipline has not undermined
the facilities, service, or spirit that contributes to
beauty of Lake Logan.

So, how did all of this happen? It started

with Bishop Taylor's commitment to resolve

the financial cloud hanging over Lake Logan.
From there, the Board, clergy, and devoted
Episcopalians eagerly got involved with their
talents and resources. It was inspiring to watch
how these devoted people wanted to make sure
the promise of Lake Logan could be fulfilled.

It has been a great nine months, but we still
have a lot of work ahead.

In succeeding months | will report to you on our
progress. If we stumble, you will know that as well.

Above all, the Board wants to keep you informed
while asking for your prayers and continued support.

For the Board,
Dick Murray

Sustalnlng the LegacS Lake Logan Episcopal Center and Camp Henry are integral and
life-giving aspects of the WNC Diocese: camper and staff transformations, retreats, diocesan picnics, land
conservation, quiet space, meeting space, and much more!! Consider just how many campers have become
camp staff and how many staffers have gone on to enter seminary! Beginning with the “3 for $333” campaign,
we used an automatic monthly donation plan set up by the Lake Logan staff. We found that this type of
sustained giving was effective because the amount was automatically drafted lest we forget and the Episcopal
Center received a reliable donation each month at low administrative costsThanks, Pat & Junay Hickey
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Outdoor School Completes 4th Seasrg US Postage

Canton, NC
As was expected, the summer of 2010 proved EPRCOPAL Permit No. 67

to be yet another amazing summer in the lives |

of hundreds of young people. 154 Suncrest Mill Road
Canton, NC 28716

CENT

Forthose familiar with camp and its importance
in the WNC diocese, it’s clear that camp is a
place where profound and exciting things happen
to our youth on a daily basis. Yet, while most
of us are aware of the unforgettable experiences
happening to campers on the beautiful grounds
of the Lake Logan Episcopal Center, few are
familiar with the Camp Henry Outdoor School
located across the river. Nestled in the pines
just past the airstrip, CHOS is a place where
experiences just as
life-changing and =
inspiring are hap-

pening aswell - only GIFT-GIVING

on a smaller scale. When You Give to Lake Logan......

Founded in 2007,
Camp Henry
Outdoor School
(CHOS) celebrated
its fourth summer
with two exciting excursions into the beautiful
backcountry of western North Carolina. Under
the instruction of CHOS leaders Will Bryant
and Isabel Carson, and through the spiritual
guidance of priests Todd Donatelli and Karla
Wogan, CHOS students faced and overcame
challenges that called them to grow physically,
intellectually and spiritually. Setting up tarps,
cooking, cleaning, packing and fire-building are
just a few of the skills acquired by students this
summer through a journey packed with breath-
taking sunsets, gorgeous hikes and stinky socks.

Whenyou give adonation to Lake Logan for the holi days
in honor of someone you love, you are giving them ......

I The sunrise as it peeks over the edge of the lake

I The call of the night owl in the dark of the night

I The mouth-watering smell of breakfast cooking

I The quiet of a good book in a rocking chair

I The power of the Holy Communion

I The strength of the Holy Spirit

I The preservation of a God-filled place for generatios

Like all the staff involved this summer at Camp
Henry, we here at CHOS are celebrating another
successful summer. While 2011 may seem a bit
far off, we are already anxiously awaiting another
summer of navigating the Blue Ridge Mountains
and teaching our youth to enjoy god’s creation
simply. -Will Bryant....... August 27, 2010
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828-646-0095, 800-616-0095 154 Suncrest Mill Road Canton, NC 28716
www.lakelogan.org info@lakelogan.org




