
This exciting experience in Watermedia welcomes all level of painters. Beginners and advanced painters alike, will gain knowledge 
and expand their skills. Painters can opt to paint only in watercolor or explore Gouache as well. Supply list will be available upon 
registration.  
   

Daily Demonstrations include: 

• Choosing & preparing materials/Exploring with watercolors 

• Good design and composition and  

• Creating a value plan 

• Color mixing from a limited palette of warm and cool primary colors 

• Blending Spontaneity and Control 

• Studying & Capturing Light 

• Smoky Mountains and Mist 

• Water Reflections  

• Trees, fall foliage, flowers, and rocks in the landscape 

• Gouache - a wonderful opaque water medium with characteristics similar to working in oils, being that you can continue to 
manipulate the pigment, softening edges, mixing and layering color.  

 

Painters will be working wet on wet for glorious flowing color, adding texture with salt and proceeding with techniques utilizing a 
variety of tools including palette knife, scraping and scratching in, lifting up color and finally calligraphy and dry brush for details.  
 

Mountains, mist, evergreens, and lake scenery around beautiful Lake Logan will inspire us, as well as nature’s flora.  
 

You may choose to create Greeting cards, miniature framed gifts, or large colorful, loose & juicy paintings on hand-made 
watercolor paper and other surfaces. Photo references, a few patterns and items from nature will be available as needed.  
 

Jo Ridge Kelley is a contemporary impressionist painter and lives and works in 
Waynesville, North Carolina. Her downtown studio-gallery welcomes visitors by 
appointment or whenever she is there painting.  
 

Jo’s paintings are continually influenced by her traditional background and the 
"plein air" experience, setting up her easel and capturing the immediate mood or 
drama of the moment. Many of the classical masters, as well as, contemporary 
master plein air painters, have had a strong impact on her work.  Jo's curiosity, 
sincere appreciation of nature and desire to experiment with composition and 
design, have led her on an exciting journey with Watercolor and Oils.  

 

"I feel it is essential for the artist to experiment and try new techniques. This is how 
we grow, and let's hope we never stop growing! I enjoy going back and forth 
between mediums, especially when creating small studies. The exciting colors and 
textures that many times happen accidentally during this exploration, are 
invaluable to the creation of larger works. The looseness and spontaneity of watercolor provide tremendous inspiration for my oil 
paintings. I am not interested in describing every detail, I want the viewer to feel like they are walking right into the scene, 
participating in the moment, feeling and experiencing all that their imagination will allow."  
 

Jo was born in High Point, North Carolina, and raised on a dairy farm in the Quaker tradition. Surrounded by colorful hills and 
meadows, creeks and ponds, there was a bountiful natural world just outside the screen door.   
 

Jo received a creative arts degree from the University of North Carolina at Charlotte, with certification in art education. She taught 
drawing and painting at the high school level for several years, married a “mountain man and artist” (Ed Kelley) and continues to 
teach painting workshops in oils and watercolors from her Waynesville studio and en plein air (out in the open air). 
 

Jo has been honored with awards and recognition for her work, including a feature in American Art Collector magazine 
Her original paintings are represented in both private and corporate collections throughout the world. She enjoys creating large 
commissioned paintings of our mountain and coastal Carolina Landscapes and sharing her love of painting with others by hosting 
creative painting workshops.  

 
 www.JoRidgeKelley.com  

http://www.joridgekelley.com/

